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During the last half of the nineteenth century, thousands of men went west in search of gold, land, or
adventure-leaving their wives to handle family, farm, and business affairs on their own. The experiences of
these westering men have long been a part of the lore of the American frontier, but the stories of their wives
have rarely been told. Ten years of research into public and private documents-including letters of couples
separated during the westward movement-has enabled Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith to tell the forgotten
stories of "women in waiting."

Though these wives were left more or less in limbo by the departure of their adventuring husbands, they
were hardly women in waiting in any other sense. Children had to be fed, clothed, housed, and educated;
farms and businesses had to be managed; creditors had to be paid or pacified and, in some cases, hard-earned
butter-and-egg money had to be sent west in response to letters from broke and disillusioned husbands.

This raises some unsettling questions: How does the idea of an "allowance" from home square with our
long-standing image of the frontiersman as rugged individualist? To what extent was the westward
movement supported by the paid and unpaid labor of women back east? And how do we measure the heroics
of husbands out west against the heroics of wives back home?
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Women in Waiting in the Westward
Movement: Life on the Home Frontier. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Kathy Natal:

This Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Women in Waiting in the
Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier can be one of many great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Women in Waiting in the Westward
Movement: Life on the Home Frontier giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Michael Cardona:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier, you may tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Mildred Kershner:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier this



book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all
of you.
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