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Who Invented Hinduism? presents ten masterly essays on the history of religious movements and ideologies
in India by the eminent scholar of religious studies, David N. Lorenzen. Stretching from a discussion on the
role of religion, skin colour and language in distinguishing between the Aryas and the Dasas, to a study of
the ways in which contact between Hindus, on the one hand, and Muslims and Christians, on the other,
changed the nature of the Hindu religion, the volume asks two principal questions: how did the religion of
the Hindus affect the course of Indian history and what sort of an impact did the events of Indian history
have on the Hindu religion. The essays cast a critical eye on scholarly arguments which are based as much
on current fashion or on conventional wisdom as on evidence available in historical documents. Taking issue
with renowned scholars such as Louis Dumont, Romila Thapar, Thomas Trautmann and Dipesh Chakrabarty
on some central conceptions of the religious history of India, Lorenzen establishes alternative positions on
the same through a thorough and compelling look at a vast array of literary sources. Touching upon some
controversial arguments, this well-timed and insightful volume draws attention to the unavoidably influential
role of religion in the history of India, and in doing so, it creates a wider space for further discussion
focusing on this central issue. Contents Series Editor's Foreword Preface 1. Who Invented Hinduism? 2.
Warrior Acetics in Indian History 3. Early Evidence for Tantric Religion 4. Traditions of Non-caste
Hinduism: The Kabir Panth 5. The Life of Kabir in Legend 6. The Social Ideologies of Hagiography:
Sankara, Tukaram and Kabir 7. Religion, Skin Colour and Language: Arya and Non-Arya in the Vedic
Period 8. The Religious Ideology of Gupta Kingship 9. Europeans in Late Mughal South Asia: The
Perceptions of Italian Missionaries 10. Marco della Tomba in Hindustan Epilogue Bibliography Index
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From reader reviews:

Garnet Veach:

Typically the book Who Invented Hinduism? Essays On Religion In History will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Who Invented Hinduism? Essays On Religion In
History is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Arthur Pineda:

Who Invented Hinduism? Essays On Religion In History can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Who Invented
Hinduism? Essays On Religion In History yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Michael Vines:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Who Invented Hinduism? Essays
On Religion In History book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Who Invented
Hinduism? Essays On Religion In History as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This
is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.

Jonathan Leake:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Who Invented Hinduism? Essays On Religion In History or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Who Invented Hinduism? Essays On Religion In History to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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