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The Quest for Meaning: Teaching, Learning and the Arts presents a narrative, arts-based approach to
pedagogy and research in higher education. Through narratives of experience, the book offers revealing,
poignant examples of the transformative power of the arts and of narrative inquiry in learners' lives, and of
the centrality of story in their ongoing quest for meaning. The Quest for Meaning will be valuable in a wide
range of graduate and undergraduate settings. It provides a framework for the development of new
pedagogies which integrate the theory and practice of narrative, arts-based approaches to education. The
work makes a contribution to the fields of narrative and arts-based inquiry and pedagogy, qualitative
research methods, holistic and integrated studies, and self-directed inquiry. It will appeal to a range of
audiences who are interested in this creative, integrative approach to education, and who want to gain
insights into how students learn, from their own unique perspectives. Grounded in Dr. Beattie's
interconnected approach to research and pedagogy, the book begins with her own story of teaching, learning,
research and the arts. This provides the backdrop to an account of a collaborative pedagogy designed to
enable students to conduct in-depth narrative inquiries into their lives, and to learn how to do narrative, arts-
based research with others. Here, Beattie provides insights into the practices and processes of solitary and
collaborative inquiry, and the interaction and integration that take place within the three kinds of dialogue
she proposes; the dialogue with the self, the dialogue with others, and the dialogue between the dialogues.
The book's other twelve narratives show from learners' unique perspectives, how the creation and re-creation
of their ways of ways of knowing and being is a distinctively individual process involving all aspects of their
humanity. Individually, these narratives provide valuable glimpses into the challenges, the joys, the
frustrations and emotionality, and the important personal satisfactions involved in the processes of learning,
unlearning and re-learning. In their own voices, these learners tell of the diverse ways in which they became
more responsive to their own inner lives, to the perspectives and understandings of others, and to the creation
of more meaningful narratives for their current and future lives. Collectively, the narratives highlight the
importance of recognizing personal experience in settings of higher education. They also present compelling
evidence for acknowledging the significance of inquiry, creativity, imagination, dialogue, interaction, and
integration in enabling learners to bring the whole of their being to the learning process, to the exploration of
the stories by which they live, and to the creation of new narratives for their future lives. The Quest for
Meaning: Narratives of Teaching, Learning and the Arts is a work of art in itself... Mary Beattie, together
with her co-authors show us that embedding the Arts in our learning, teaching and researching is not an
option: it is an imperative. Robyn Ewing, Professor of Teacher Education and the Arts, University of
Sydney, Australia. . This book is an important contribution to arts-based research and narrative inquiry and
will be welcomed by those working in these fields. It describes a multilayered experience that allows
students to share their own stories in creative and engaging ways. The stories told in this book are inspiring
and should encourage readers to creatively reflect on their own stories. John (Jack) Miller, University of
Toronto/Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, Canada, author of The Holistic Curriculum and Education
and the Soul
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Stone:

This book untitled The Quest for Meaning: Narratives of Teaching, Learning and the Arts to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Doris Seavey:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Quest for Meaning: Narratives of Teaching, Learning and the Arts, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
guide.

Dorothy Bernstein:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Quest for Meaning:
Narratives of Teaching, Learning and the Arts.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Quest for Meaning: Narratives of Teaching, Learning and the Arts will give you a new
experience in examining a book.
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