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The period between 1880 and 1918, at the end of which Jim Crow was firmly established and the Great
Migration of African Americans was well under way, was not the nadir for black culture, James Smethurst
reveals, but instead a time of profound response from African American intellectuals. The African American
Roots of Modernism explores how the Jim Crow system triggered significant artistic and intellectual
responses from African American writers, deeply marking the beginnings of literary modernism and,
ultimately, notions of American modernity.

In identifying the Jim Crow period with the coming of modernity, Smethurst upsets the customary
assessment of the Harlem Renaissance as the first nationally significant black arts movement, showing how
artists reacted to Jim Crow with migration narratives, poetry about the black experience, black performance
of popular culture forms, and more. Smethurst introduces a whole cast of characters, including understudied
figures such as William Stanley Braithwaite and Fenton Johnson, and more familiar authors such as Charles
Chesnutt, Pauline Hopkins, and James Weldon Johnson. By considering the legacy of writers and artists
active between the end of Reconstruction and the rise of the Harlem Renaissance, Smethurst illuminates their
influence on the black and white U.S. modernists who followed.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Williams:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The African American Roots of Modernism: From
Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem
Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Dominique Fletcher:

This book untitled The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem
Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Franco:

Often the book The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance
(The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The African American Roots of Modernism: From
Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Tonya Sewell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The African American Roots of Modernism: From Reconstruction to the Harlem Renaissance (The
John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture). You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier



to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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