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The First Amendment of the US Constitution’s Bill of Rights provides expressive freedoms through a
number of "clauses." Among these, the least explored clauses are the Assembly and Petition Clauses, which
provide that "Congress shall make no law…abridging…the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances." Most scholarly literature about the First Amendment
omits consideration of these core concepts, which date back at least as far as the Magna Carta. This omission
exists despite the fact that the US Supreme Court has termed these rights "among the most precious of
liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights" (United Mine Workers v. Illinois Bar Association [1967]).
This is the first anthology of scholarship about the Assembly and Petition Clauses, and as such it is a
valuable addition to First Amendment literature. Editor Margaret M. Russell has assembled articles that shed
light on the origins, history, scope, and contemporary relevance of the rights of petition and assembly.
The first section treats the meaning of the assembly and petition clauses together and in constitutional
context, in response to some scholars who have pointed out that the two rights are linguistically and
inextricably linked in the text of the First Amendment. The second section turns separately to the Petition
Clause, which only in the past two decades has generated significant legal scholarly attention. The third
section focuses on the Assembly Clause, which has sparked considerably less scholarly attention, perhaps
because it is often collapsed conceptually with the Free Speech clause.
This lucidly written, well-organized anthology will be of great value to students and scholars of the law,
American history, and political science, as well as anyone with an interest in our basic rights.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Gray:

The book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the
Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First
Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights)? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First
Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Macie Austin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the
Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short
spare time problems.

Ronna Rutledge:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment,
Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its
Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Donna Canales:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The
First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking
at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the



book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the
Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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