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Drawing on extensive research in the archives of Russia and Uzbekistan, Douglas Northrop here reconstructs
the turbulent history of a Soviet campaign that sought to end the seclusion of Muslim women. In Uzbekistan
it focused above all on a massive effort to eliminate the heavy horsehair-and-cotton veils worn by many
women and girls. This campaign against the veil was, in Northrop's view, emblematic of the larger Soviet
attempt to bring the proletarian revolution to Muslim Central Asia, a region Bolsheviks saw as primitive and
backward. The Soviets focused on women and the family in an effort to forge a new, "liberated" social
order.This unveiling campaign, however, took place in the context of a half-century of Russian colonization
and the long-standing suspicion of rural Muslim peasants toward an urban, colonial state. Widespread
resistance to the idea of unveiling quickly appeared and developed into a broader anti-Soviet animosity
among Uzbeks of both sexes. Over the next quarter-century a bitter and often violent confrontation ensued,
with battles being waged over indigenous practices of veiling and seclusion. New local and national
identities coalesced around these very practices that had been placed under attack. Veils became powerful
anticolonial symbols for the Uzbek nation as well as important markers of Muslim propriety. Bolshevik
leaders, who had seen this campaign as an excellent way to enlist allies while proving their own European
credentials as enlightened reformers, thus inadvertently strengthened the seclusion of Uzbek women-
precisely the reverse of what they set out to do. Northrop's fascinating and evocative book shows both the
fluidity of Central Asian cultural practices and the real limits that existed on Stalinist authority, even during
the ostensibly totalitarian 1930s.
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist
Central Asia. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Harold McDonough:

The e-book untitled Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Gustavo Cyr:

Beside this particular Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
along with read it from today!

Lawrence Hurst:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Veiled Empire: Gender
and Power in Stalinist Central Asia.
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