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In this book, Shelly Eversley historicizes the demand for racial authenticity - what Zora Neale Hurston called
'the real Negro' - in twentieth-century American literature. Eversley argues that the modern emergence of the
interest in 'the real Negro' transforms the question of what race an author belongs into a question of what it
takes to belong to that race. Consequently, Paul Laurence Dunbar's Negro dialect poems were prized in the
first part of the century because - written by a black man - they were not 'imitation' black, while the dialect
performances by Zora Neale Hurston were celebrated because, written by a 'real' black, they were not
'imitation' white. The second half of the century, in its dismissal of material segregation, sanctions a notion
of black racial meaning as internal and psychological and thus promotes a version of black racial 'truth' as
invisible and interior, yet fixed within a stable conception of difference. The Real Negro foregrounds how
investments in black racial specificity illuminate the dynamic terms that define what makes a text and a
person 'black', while it also reveals how 'blackness', spoken and authentic, guards a more fragile, because
unspoken, commitment to the purity and primacy of 'whiteness' as a stable, uncontested ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Wilson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century
African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory). Try to stumble through book The Real
Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism
and Cultural Theory) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jeff Sanchez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Real Negro: The Question of
Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) had
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-
Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) is not only giving you more
new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book The Real Negro: The Question of
Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory).
You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Paul Hardy:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century
African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) book is readable by means of you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The Real
Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism
and Cultural Theory) content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Real
Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism
and Cultural Theory) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?



Debra Palacios:

The knowledge that you get from The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century
African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) is a more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American
Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this specific The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-
Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) instantly.
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