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When black women were brought from Africa to the New World as slave laborers, their value was
determined by their ability to work as well as their potential to bear children, who by law would become the
enslaved property of the mother's master. In Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World
Slavery, Jennifer L. Morgan examines for the first time how African women's labor in both senses became
intertwined in the English colonies. Beginning with the ideological foundations of racial slavery in early
modern Europe, Laboring Women traverses the Atlantic, exploring the social and cultural lives of women in
West Africa, slaveowners' expectations for reproductive labor, and women's lives as workers and mothers
under colonial slavery.

Challenging conventional wisdom, Morgan reveals how expectations regarding gender and reproduction
were central to racial ideologies, the organization of slave labor, and the nature of slave community and
resistance. Taking into consideration the heritage of Africans prior to enslavement and the cultural logic of
values and practices recreated under the duress of slavery, she examines how women's gender identity was
defined by their shared experiences as agricultural laborers and mothers, and shows how, given these
distinctions, their situation differed considerably from that of enslaved men. Telling her story through the arc
of African women's actual lives—from West Africa, to the experience of the Middle Passage, to life on the
plantations—she offers a thoughtful look at the ways women's reproductive experience shaped their roles in
communities and helped them resist some of the more egregious effects of slave life.

Presenting a highly original, theoretically grounded view of reproduction and labor as the twin pillars of
female exploitation in slavery, Laboring Women is a distinctive contribution to the literature of slavery and
the history of women.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Phillips:

The book Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early American Studies) will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Laboring
Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early American Studies) is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Brady Witt:

Beside this particular Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early American
Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Laboring Women: Reproduction
and Gender in New World Slavery (Early American Studies) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up
to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!

Raymond Lee:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early
American Studies) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.

Fred Scott:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in
New World Slavery (Early American Studies) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early American
Studies) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading in which.
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