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In both the popular imagination and among lawmakers and national security experts, there exists the belief
that with sufficient motivation and material resources, states or terrorist groups can produce bioweapons
easily, cheaply, and successfully. InBarriers to Bioweapons, Sonia Ben Ouagrham-Gormley challenges this
perception by showing that bioweapons development is a difficult, protracted, and expensive endeavor,
rarely achieving the expected results whatever the magnitude of investment. Her findings are based on
extensive interviews she conducted with former U.S. and Soviet-era bioweapons scientists and on careful
analysis of archival data and other historical documents related to various state and terrorist bioweapons
programs.

Bioweapons development relies on living organisms that are sensitive to their environment and handling
conditions, and therefore behave unpredictably. These features place a greater premium on specialized
knowledge. Ben Ouagrham-Gormley posits that lack of access to such intellectual capital constitutes the
greatest barrier to the making of bioweapons. She integrates theories drawn from economics, the sociology
of science, organization, and management with her empirical research. The resulting theoretical framework
rests on the idea that the pace and success of a bioweapons development program can be measured by its
ability to ensure the creation and transfer of scientific and technical knowledge. The specific organizational,
managerial, social, political, and economic conditions necessary for success are difficult to achieve,
particularly in covert programs where the need to prevent detection imposes managerial and organizational
conditions that conflict with knowledge production.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Rogers:

The book Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and Organization for Weapons Development
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading a book Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and
Organization for Weapons Development (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like start and read a book Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of
Expertise and Organization for Weapons Development (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Candice Sharkey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Barriers to
Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and Organization for Weapons Development (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Clifford Harris:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and
Organization for Weapons Development (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) it is very good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Raymond Nelson:

This Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and Organization for Weapons Development
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of



information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Barriers to
Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and Organization for Weapons Development (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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