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Over the past two decades, the United States has seen an intense debate about the composition of the federal
judiciary. Are judges "activists"? Should they stop "legislating from the bench"? Are they abusing their
authority? Or are they protecting fundamental rights, in a way that is indispensable in a free society? Are
Judges Political? cuts through the noise by looking at what judges actually do. Drawing on a unique data set
consisting of thousands of judicial votes, Cass Sunstein and his colleagues analyze the influence of ideology
on judicial voting, principally in the courts of appeal. They focus on two questions: Do judges appointed by
Republican Presidents vote differently from Democratic appointees in ideologically contested cases? And do
judges vote differently depending on the ideological leanings of the other judges hearing the same case?
After examining votes on a broad range of issues--including abortion, affirmative action, and capital
punishment--the authors do more than just confirm that Democratic and Republican appointees often vote in
different ways. They inject precision into an all-too-often impressionistic debate by quantifying this effect
and analyzing the conditions under which it holds. This approach sometimes generates surprising results:
under certain conditions, for example, Democrat-appointed judges turn out to have more conservative voting
patterns than Republican appointees. As a general rule, ideology should not and does not affect legal
judgments. Frequently, the law is clear and judges simply implement it, whatever their political
commitments. But what happens when the law is unclear? Are Judges Political? addresses this vital question.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Chadwick:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Are Judges Political?:
An Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Beatrice Raybon:

The ability that you get from Are Judges Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary may be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Are Judges Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the
Federal Judiciary giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Are
Judges Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary instantly.

Frances Fortier:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Are Judges
Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary.

Lamar Carr:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled Are Judges Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the Federal
Judiciary can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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