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“If I had to choose between betraying my country and betraying my friend, I hope I should have the guts to
betray my country.” So E. M. Forster famously observed in his Two Cheers for Democracy. Forster’s
epigrammatic manifesto, where the idea of the “friend” stands as a metaphor for dissident cross-cultural
collaboration, holds the key, Leela Gandhi argues in Affective Communities, to the hitherto neglected history
of western anti-imperialism. Focusing on individuals and groups who renounced the privileges of
imperialism to elect affinity with victims of their own expansionist cultures, she uncovers the utopian-
socialist critiques of empire that emerged in Europe, specifically in Britain, at the end of the nineteenth
century. Gandhi reveals for the first time how those associated with marginalized lifestyles, subcultures, and
traditions—including homosexuality, vegetarianism, animal rights, spiritualism, and aestheticism—united
against imperialism and forged strong bonds with colonized subjects and cultures.

Gandhi weaves together the stories of a number of South Asian and European friendships that flourished
between 1878 and 1914, tracing the complex historical networks connecting figures like the English socialist
and homosexual reformer Edward Carpenter and the young Indian barrister M. K. Gandhi, or the Jewish
French mystic Mirra Alfassa and the Cambridge-educated Indian yogi and extremist Sri Aurobindo. In a
global milieu where the battle lines of empire are reemerging in newer and more pernicious configurations,
Affective Communities challenges homogeneous portrayals of “the West” and its role in relation to
anticolonial struggles. Drawing on Derrida’s theory of friendship, Gandhi puts forth a powerful new model
of the political: one that finds in friendship a crucial resource for anti-imperialism and transnational
collaboration.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle
Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture). Try to the actual book Affective
Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics,
History, and Culture) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jessica Peacock:

This Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Affective Communities:
Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and
Culture) without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism,
and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) can bring if you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Lisa Potter:

Here thing why this particular Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and
the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of
Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Affective Communities: Anticolonial
Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture). It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) in e-book can be your alternative.



Charles Bock:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism,
and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) can be your answer as it can be read by you
who have those short time problems.
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