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An Ohio family with roots in the South, the Ewings influenced the course of the Midwest for more than fifty
years. Patriarch Thomas Ewing, a former Whig senator and cabinet member who made his fortune as a real
estate lawyer, raised four major players in the nation’s history—including William Tecumseh “Cump”
Sherman, taken into the family as a nine-year-old, who went on to marry his foster sister Ellen. Ronald D.
Smith now tells of this extraordinary clan that played a role on the national stage through the illustrious
career of one of its sons.
In Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General, Smith introduces us to the Ewing family,
little known except among scholars of Sherman, to show that Tom Jr. had a remarkable career of his own:
first as a real estate lawyer, judge, soldier, and speculator in Kansas, then as a key figure in national politics.
Smith takes readers back to Bleeding Kansas, with its border ruffians and land speculators, reconstructing the
rough-and-tumble of its courtrooms to demonstrate that its turmoil was as much about claim-jumping as
about slavery. He describes the seat-of-the-pants law practice in which Ewing worked with his brothers
Hugh and Charlie and foster brother Cump. He then tells how Tom came to national prominence in the fight
over the proslavery Lecompton Constitution, was instrumental in starting up the Union Pacific Railroad, and
became the first chief justice of the Kansas Supreme Court.
Ewing obtained a commission in the Union Army—as did his brothers—and raised a regiment that saw
significant action in Arkansas and Missouri. After William Quantrill’s raid on Lawrence, Kansas, he issued
the dramatic General Order No. 11 that expelled residents from sections of western Missouri. Then this
confidant of Abraham Lincoln’s went on to courageously defend three of the assassination
conspirators—including the disingenuous Samuel Mudd—and lobbied the key vote to block the
impeachment of Andrew Johnson.
Smith examines Ewing’s life in meticulous detail, mining family correspondence for informative quotes and
digging deep into legal records to portray lawmaking on the frontier. And while Sherman has been the focus
of most previous work on the Ewings, this book fills the gaps in an interlocking family of remarkable
people—one that helped shape a nation’s development in its courtrooms and business suites. Thomas Ewing
Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General retells a chapter of Kansas history and opens up a panoramic
view of antebellum America, the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Gilded Age.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier
Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) to read.

Curt Roepke:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier
Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) book as basic and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Wilda Alexander:

You can get this Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY)
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Andy Breaux:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES
OF BLUE & GRAY) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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