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In the spirit of Word Freak and Searching for Bobby Fischer, Gridlock is a chronicle of the quirky subculture
of America's crossword puzzles. Tens of millions of Americans solve crossword puzzles regularly, but few
know a thing about their genesis. Who writes crosswords, how—and for God's sake, why? Matt Gaffney is
one of two dozen people who earns a living as a cruciverbalist. In Gridlock he provides an insider's look at
the people who put that puzzle in your paper every day. With verve and gusto, Gaffney traces his own
starving-artist struggle to find paying puzzle gigs, including marketing hip crosswords to the Gen-X market.
He then moves on to topics like the effect of computers on crossword writing, including a man versus
machine battle he stages to see who writes better crosswords; the ever-evolving crossword puzzle book
market, where a top-selling series now has books shaped like a toilet seat; and a trip to the American
Crossword Puzzle Tournament, where the "Cru" (collective slang noun meaning "the crossword puzzle
writing community") hangs out in person once a year. Gridlock also features an interview with crossword
rock star Will Shortz.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Dunn:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Gridlock: Crossword Puzzles and the Mad Geniuses Who Create
Them.

Michelle Jennings:

The book Gridlock: Crossword Puzzles and the Mad Geniuses Who Create Them can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Gridlock:
Crossword Puzzles and the Mad Geniuses Who Create Them? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Gridlock: Crossword Puzzles and the Mad Geniuses Who Create
Them has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Carter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Gridlock: Crossword Puzzles and the
Mad Geniuses Who Create Them is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Bertha Montes:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Gridlock: Crossword Puzzles and the Mad Geniuses Who Create Them, you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them



reading a publication.
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