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Aviation pioneer Phoebe Fairgrave Omlie (1902-1975) was once one of the most famous women in America.
In the 1930s, her words and photographs were splashed across the front pages of newspapers across the
nation. The press labeled her "second only to Amelia Earhart among America's women pilots," and First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt named her among the "eleven women whose achievements make it safe to say that
the world is progressing."

Omlie began her career in the early 1920s when aviation was unregulated and open to those daring enough to
take it on, male or female. She earned the first commercial pilot's license issued to a woman and became a
successful air racer. During the New Deal, she became the first woman to hold an executive position in
federal aeronautics.

In Walking on Air, author Janann Sherman presents a thorough and entertaining biography of Omlie. In
1920, the Des Moines, Iowa, native bought herself a Curtiss JN-4D airplane and began learning how to fly
and perform stunts with her future husband, pilot Vernon Omlie. She danced the Charleston on the top wing,
hung by her teeth below the plane, and performed parachute jumps in the Phoebe Fairgrave Flying Circus.

Using interviews, contemporary newspaper articles, archived radio transcripts, and other archival materials,
Sherman creates a complex portrait of a daring aviator struggling for recognition in the early days of flight
and a detailed examination of how American flying changed over the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

This Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and
Biography) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Walking on Air: The Aerial
Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) without we know teach the
one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography)
can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie
(Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Katherine Ouellette:

Often the book Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir
and Biography) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to
write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Melissa Kim:

This Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and
Biography) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures
of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) in your hand like having the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt in which?

Diana Johnson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in



Memoir and Biography) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative
person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this book Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie
Morris Books in Memoir and Biography). You can more inviting than now.
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