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Many assume that in international politics, and especially in war, "anything goes." Sherman famously
declared war "is all hell." The implication behind the maxim is that in war there is no order, only chaos; no
mercy, only cruelty; no restraint, only suffering.

Ward Thomas finds that this "anything goes" view is demonstrably wrong. It neither reflects how most
people talk about the use of force in international relations nor describes the way national leaders actually
use military force. Events such as those in Europe during World War II, in the Persian Gulf War, and in
Kosovo cannot be understood, he argues, until we realize that state behavior, even during wartime, is shaped
by common understandings about what is ethically acceptable and unacceptable.

Thomas makes extensive use of two cases?the assassination of foreign leaders and the aerial bombardment of
civilians?to trace the relative influence of norms and interests. His insistence on interconnections between
ethical principle and material power leads to a revised understanding of the role of normative factors in
foreign policy and the ways in which power and interest shape the international system.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

The book The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great
thing like a book The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Ethics of Destruction:
Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gene Kirkland:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in
International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Vincent Cartagena:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Ethics of
Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).

Mary McClellan:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
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when you needed it?
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