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As late as 1900, most whites regarded the tropics as "the white man's grave," a realm of steamy fertility,
moral dissolution, and disease. So how did the tropical beach resort—white sand, blue waters, and towering
palms—become the iconic vacation landscape? Tropical Whites explores the dramatic shift in attitudes
toward and popularization of the tropical tourist "Southland" in the Americas: Florida, Southern California,
Mexico, and the Caribbean. Drawing on a wide range of sources, Catherine Cocks examines the history and
development of tropical tourism from the late nineteenth century through the early 1940s, when the tropics
constituted ideal winter resorts for vacationers from the temperate zones. Combining history, geography, and
anthropology, this provocative book explains not only the transformation of widely held ideas about the
relationship between the environment and human bodies but also how this shift in thinking underscored
emerging concepts of modern identity and popular attitudes toward race, sexuality, nature, and their
interconnections.

Cocks argues that tourism, far from simply perverting pristine local cultures and selling superficial
misunderstandings of them, served as one of the central means of popularizing the anthropological
understanding of culture, new at the time. Together with the rise of germ theory, the emergence of the
tropical horticulture industry, changes in passport laws, travel writing, and the circulation of promotional
materials, national governments and the tourist industry changed public perception of the tropics from a
region of decay and degradation, filled with dangerous health risks, to one where the modern traveler could
encounter exotic cultures and a rejuvenating environment.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Tropical Whites: The Rise of the Tourist South in the
Americas (Nature and Culture in America).

Helen Mota:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Tropical
Whites: The Rise of the Tourist South in the Americas (Nature and Culture in America)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Anna Sanders:

Beside this particular Tropical Whites: The Rise of the Tourist South in the Americas (Nature and Culture in
America) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Tropical Whites: The Rise of the
Tourist South in the Americas (Nature and Culture in America) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Willodean Samples:

You may get this Tropical Whites: The Rise of the Tourist South in the Americas (Nature and Culture in
America) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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