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Along the fertile banks of the Mississippi River across from New Orleans, planter Camille Zeringue
transformed a mediocre colonial plantation into a thriving gem of antebellum sugar production, complete
with a columned mansion known as Seven Oaks. Under the moss-strewn oaks, the privileged master nurtured
his own family, but enslaved many others. Excelling at agriculture, business, an ambitious canal enterprise,
and local politics, Zeringue ascended to the very pinnacle of southern society. But his empire soon came
crashing down. After the ravages of the Civil War and a nasty battle with a railroad company the family
eventually lost the great estate. Seven Oaks ultimately ended up in the hands of distant railroad executives
whose only desire was to rid themselves of this heap of history. Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven
Oaks tells both of Zeringue's climb to the top and of his legacy's eventual ruin. Preservationists and
community members abhorred the railroad's indifferent attitude, and the question of the plantation mansion's
fate fueled years of fiery, political battles. These hard-fought confrontations ended in 1977 when the
exasperated railroad executives sent bulldozers through the decaying house. By analyzing one failed effort,
Lost Plantation provides insight into the complex workings of American historical preservation efforts as a
whole, while illustrating how southerners deal with their multifaceted past. The rise and fall of Seven Oaks is
much more than just a local tragedy-it is a glaring example of how any community can be robbed of its
history. Now, as parishes around New Orleans recognize the great aesthetic and monetary value of restoring
plantation homes and attracting tourism, Jefferson Parish mourns a manor lost. Marc R. Matrana, Westwego,
Louisiana, is a local historian and preservationist. See the author's site.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Wesley:

Here thing why this particular Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven Oaks are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven Oaks giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven Oaks. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall
of Seven Oaks in e-book can be your alternative.

Douglas Dossett:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven Oaks, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Betty Neal:

This Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven Oaks is great reserve for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Lost
Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven Oaks in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in
it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right
but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?

Charles Rowe:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Lost Plantation: The Rise and Fall of Seven Oaks offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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