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In Jane Austen’s works, a name is never just a name. In fact, the names Austen gives her characters and
places are as rich in subtle meaning as her prose itself. Wiltshire, for example, the home county of Catherine
Morland in Northanger Abbey, is a clue that this heroine is not as stupid as she seems: according to legend,
cunning Wiltshire residents caught hiding contraband in a pond capitalized on a reputation for ignorance by
claiming they were digging up a “big cheese”—the moon’s reflection on the water’s surface. It worked.

In Jane Austen’s Names, Margaret Doody offers a fascinating and comprehensive study of all the names of
people and places—real and imaginary—in Austen’s fiction. Austen’s creative choice of names reveals not
only her virtuosic talent for riddles and puns. Her names also pick up deep stories from English history,
especially the various civil wars, and the blood-tinged differences that played out in the reign of Henry VIII,
a period to which she often returns. Considering the major novels alongside unfinished works and juvenilia,
Doody shows how Austen’s names signal class tensions as well as regional, ethnic, and religious differences.
We gain a new understanding of Austen’s technique of creative anachronism, which plays with and against
her skillfully deployed realism—in her books, the conflicts of the past swirl into the tensions of the present,
transporting readers beyond the Regency.

Full of insight and surprises for even the most devoted Janeite, Jane Austen’s Names will revolutionize how
we read Austen’s fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

The book Jane Austen's Names: Riddles, Persons, Places gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Jane
Austen's Names: Riddles, Persons, Places being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open and read a publication Jane Austen's Names: Riddles, Persons, Places. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Vazquez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Jane Austen's Names: Riddles,
Persons, Places can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Jane
Austen's Names: Riddles, Persons, Places.

Colleen Greenwood:

You may get this Jane Austen's Names: Riddles, Persons, Places by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Michelle Mills:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Jane Austen's Names: Riddles, Persons, Places was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Jane Austen's Names: Riddles,
Persons, Places has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading in which.
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