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Sir John Fortescue holds a pre-eminent place amongst British military historians, his enduring fame and
legacy resting mainly on his life’s work “The History of the British Army”, issued in 20 volumes, which
took him some 30 years to complete. In scope and breadth it is such that no modern scholar has attempted to
cover such a large and diverse subject in its entirety; but Sir John did so and with aplomb, leading to a
readable and comprehensive study.

According to Professor Emeritus of Military History at King’s College, Brian Bond, the work was “the
product of indefatigable research in original documents, a determination to present a clear, accurate, and
readable narrative of military operations, and a close personal knowledge of the battlefields, which enabled
him to elucidate his account with excellent maps. Most important, however, was his motivation: namely, a
lifelong affection for the old, long-service, pre-Cardwell army, the spirit of the regiments of which it largely
consisted, and the value of its traditions to the nation. An important part of his task was to distil and inculcate
these soldierly virtues which, in his conservative view, contrasted sharply with the unedifying character of
politicians who habitually meddled in military matters.” ODNB.

This seventh volume covers the period from 1809-1810, after a disastrous raid into French held Holland, the
British government took the momentous decision to use all their power to the strike at Napoleon at what was
his weakest point, Portugal and Spain. After the British foray into Spain in 1809 culminating the bloody
victory at the battle of Talavera, the British troops retreated into Portugal before the overwhelming French
numbers. Inflicting a punishing check to the French invasion force under Masséna at Bussaco, the British
army marched to the massive and impenetrable lines of Torres Vedras close to Lisbon. Sir John recounts the
movements and actions with his customary style, attention to detail and vivid lucid style.

BROAD ARROW.—"This is a worthy successor to the volumes which have preceded it, and the whole
forms a great work by a great, an impartial, and a bold writer,"

A MUST READ for any military enthusiast.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salazar:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled A History of the British
Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have other opinion?

Richard Williams:

The book A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Maurice Lamothe:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this kind of A History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) to
read.

Keith Mayo:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A
History of the British Army - Vol. VII - (1809-1810) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.
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