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Examines the transitions to democracy in Africa.

What conditions motivate a transition to democracy? Can the dynamics of a transition influence its outcome?
Under what circumstances has democracy been consolidated in Africa? This trilogy of questions has become
necessary in light of the current democratic wave engulfing Africa and the rest of the world. In examining
the conditions that initiate democratic transitions, this book investigates the circumstances under which
democracy movements have operated between 1980 and 1990. It concludes that, contrary to dominant
democratic theory, the transitions to democracy in Africa have occurred under declining levels of
development. With regard to transitions, the book recognizes that they have their own dynamics. Two main
types of transitions are discerned: top-down and bottom-up. The book argues that in spite of the restrictive
nature of top-down transitions, they offer a better opportunity for democratic consolidation because of the
consensus between elites of the pro-democracy regime and their counterparts in the authoritarian regime, a
condition that is normally absent under bottom-up transitions.

Finally, relying on the cases of consolidated democracies, the book derives an African democracy model.
The model delineates five main conditions that facilitate democratic consolidation, including good
leadership, relevant political institutions, external support, civic space, and a reasonable level of
development. It cautions, however, that these are not sufficient conditions, nor are all of them necessary.
Since countries have unique historical circumstances, specific countries will have to combine conditions in
the model that are relevant to that society to consolidate its democracy. The right combination will depend
on the specific needs of the individual country.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global
Academic Publishing). Try to make the book Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global
Academic Publishing) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Carl Carrillo:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy
in Africa (Global Academic Publishing) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Daniel Carter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa
(Global Academic Publishing) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Audra Yoder:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global Academic Publishing).
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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