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In this landmark work, Paul Kurtz examines the reasons why people accept supernatural and paranormal
belief systems in spite of substantial evidence to the contrary. According to Kurtz, it is because there is
within the human species a deeply rooted tendency toward magical thinking—the “transcendental
temptation”—which undermines critical judgment and paves the way for willful beliefs.

Kurtz explores in detail the three major monotheistic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—finding
striking psychological and sociological parallels between these religions, the spiritualism of the nineteenth
century, and the paranormal belief systems of today. This acclaimed and controversial book includes sections
on mysticism, belief in the afterlife, the existence of God, reincarnation, astrology, and ufology. Kurtz
concludes by explaining and advocating rational skepticism as an antidote to belief in the transcendental.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

The book The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal for being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like start and read a publication The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique
of Religion and the Paranormal. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Bertha Costa:

This The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion
and the Paranormal without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the
Paranormal can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of
Religion and the Paranormal having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Marissa Wegener:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal is kind of publication which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Annamarie Hernandez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of
Religion and the Paranormal was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the



character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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