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Lawrence W. Towner was head of one of the country's largest independent research libraries. He was also an
eloquent spokesman for the needs of scholars and institutions in the humanities. While at the Newberry
Library, he built and focused its prestigious collections, pioneered in the preservation of books, and created
major research centers. His efforts established the library as a community of scholars while encouraging its
use by students and the general public.

Towner's essays and talks cover a broad range of topics of continuing relevance to scholarship and the
humanities. His writings gathered in Past Imperfect are concerned with such issues as the role of independent
research libraries and the politics of funding. A section of historical essays on the common people of New
England reveal his concern with neglected fields of history, a theme that guided his career as a librarian.
Spanning the range of his experience and expertise, this volume expresses Towner's coherent vision of the
place of humanities, libraries, and scholarship in American life.

Lawrence W. Towner (1921-92) taught history at M.I.T., the College of William and Mary, and
Northwestern University. In 1962 he was appointed librarian of the Newberry Library and directed the
library for the next twenty-four years.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Carter:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the Humanities (Crime
and Justice: A Review of Research).

James Atkinson:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the
Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries,
and the Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research). You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

James Rohrbach:

The e-book untitled Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the Humanities (Crime and Justice: A
Review of Research) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Past Imperfect:
Essays on History, Libraries, and the Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Beverlee Guthrie:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Past Imperfect: Essays on History,
Libraries, and the Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research) can be the reply, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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