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An excerpt from CHAPTER XX. VISIT OF CALHOUN, 1845:

Mr. John C. Calhoun had always been such a strict constructionist of the Constitution that encroachment, in
defiance of the restrictions imposed upon the appropriation by Congress of money to improve one State or
harbor at the expense of the rest, had been with him a constant cause of excited debate whenever such
propositions were urged. About this time the effort had been renewed to obtain grants for the improvement
of the different harbors on the Lakes, and especially that of Chicago, which was just then beginning to be
built up into a city. On this subject there was a good deal of feeling between the Southern and Southwestern
States.

Before attending a commercial convention in Cincinnati, Mr. Calhoun had in some measure changed his
views, and in a speech in his journey through the West and South (before the convention at Cincinnati) he
justified the appropriation for the Lakes, and suggested one for the Mississippi River, because they were all "
inland seas." Great was the confusion of his allies and adherents throughout the Democratic party: they
looked upon the proposition as class legislation, not justified by the Constitution, and a latitudinarian
construction of this instrument by him was as though Moses had altered the Commandments. In this state of
feeling he drew nigh to Vicksburg in his tour, and my husband was invited to welcome him.

Mr. Davis had known Mr. Calhoun with some degree of intimacy since 1836, and received his cadet's
warrant from him. Strongly opposed to internal improvements by the General Government, Mr. Davis meant
to be very circumspect in what he said, and also to avoid having to write out the speech for the reporters
afterward. He pondered and dictated it to me, and the delivery was to consume half an hour. The " inland
seas " were gracefully left to take care of their own shores, and the speech, as written, had an amount of
pretty imagery and lofty rhetoric in it, that, to my girlish taste, was as wonderful as it was charming. It had
the usual stanzas of poetry, and the ship of state tossing, as it does for all young orators, on a stormy sea,
while the statesman addressed took its bearings and brought it "safe into port!" The speech was, at last,
clearly written out in my best hand, and the pages numbered. It was my glorious privilege to be permitted to
perpetuate such eloquence! We then prepared our house for a long absence, and commenced our- journey to
Washington, taking with us our niece, Miss Mary Bradford.

We reached Vicksburg in the afternoon of the night that was to bring Mr. Calhoun to us. A numerous
company of elegant people, who had come in from forty miles around Vicksburg, were gathered in a public
hall. Dr. William M. Gwinn and his handsome young wife were there, and numbers I did not know. The boat
was delayed and the guest of the evening did not arrive until the large assemblage were tired out. Then, after
rustlings, cranings of necks, and whispered remonstrances at the delay, the door opened, and the committee,
escorting Mr. Calhoun, entered.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Butera:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Jefferson
Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Denise Rutledge:

This Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America without
we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America can bring once you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gary Wilson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Jefferson Davis: Ex-
President of the Confederate States of America which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Ronald Canty:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States
of America or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America to make your spare time
a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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