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The biosphere -- the Earth's thin layer of life -- dates from nearly four billion years ago, when the first simple
organisms appeared. Many species have exerted enormous influence on the biosphere's character and
productivity, but none has transformed the Earth in so many ways and on such a scale as Homo sapiens. In
Harvesting the Biosphere, Vaclav Smil offers an interdisciplinary and quantitative account of human claims
on the biosphere's stores of living matter, from prehistory to the present day. Smil examines all harvests --
from prehistoric man's hunting of megafauna to modern crop production -- and all uses of harvested biomass,
including energy, food, and raw materials. Without harvesting of the biomass, Smil points out, there would
be no story of human evolution and advancing civilization; but at the same time, the increasing extent and
intensity of present-day biomass harvests are changing the very foundations of civilization's well-being.

In his detailed and comprehensive account, Smil presents the best possible quantifications of past and current
global losses in order to assess the evolution and extent of biomass harvests. Drawing on the latest work in
disciplines ranging from anthropology to environmental science, Smil offers a valuable long-term, planet-
wide perspective on human-caused environmental change.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Often the book Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature has a lot details on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this book.

Teresa Hennessey:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get just before. The Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature giving you another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life within this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?

Patrick Bodin:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have
Taken from Nature can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Sam Dickson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Harvesting the Biosphere: What We Have Taken from Nature when you necessary
it?
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