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One of the most controversial and divisive issues in America, welfare reform stirs endless legislative study
and heated debate but often results in political gridlock. Such was the case in the late 1980s when the
Minnesota legislature came to a stalemate on the issue. In response, Governor Rudy Perpich gathered a
group of citizen experts to redesign welfare, and a remarkable burst of innovation resulted in a
groundbreaking and stunningly successful pilot welfare program. Intended to lift families out of poverty, as
well as to move them off assistance, the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) rewarded people for
finding jobs and provided solutions, including subsidized daycare and transportation, to the most enduring
barriers to financial independence.

Reforming Welfare by Rewarding Work intertwines the story of MFIP’s development with harrowing—and
enlightening—firsthand accounts of three families’ experiences on welfare. Dave Hage tells of Meg, a
mother of three who until recently had a job and a husband and is now trying to get back to work; Patty, a
mother who is endeavoring to restore order to her life as she flees a violent relationship; and Lucille, who is
supporting two teenage daughters after a divorce and is herself a daughter of a welfare recipient.

When the pilot program was evaluated in 2000, Minnesota’s experiment was shown to be surprisingly
effective—an outcome seldom achieved by such programs. Despite the pilot program’s successes, when it
was enacted statewide in 1997 MFIP’s benefits were less generous, its rules were more rigid, and the positive
results were more modest. Over time, Minnesota has bowed to national political pressures and retreated
further from the program’s original antipoverty aspirations.

Engrossing and important, Reforming Welfare by Rewarding Work encompasses the complexity of the
welfare system and asserts that a true antipoverty program is crucial— and achievable—in America.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

In other case, little people like to read book Reforming Welfare by Rewarding Work: One State's Successful
Experiment. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book Reforming Welfare by Rewarding Work: One State's Successful Experiment. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Sharon Gaines:

This Reforming Welfare by Rewarding Work: One State's Successful Experiment are usually reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Reforming Welfare by Rewarding
Work: One State's Successful Experiment can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Reforming Welfare by Rewarding Work: One
State's Successful Experiment giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Fernande Hairston:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is
this Reforming Welfare by Rewarding Work: One State's Successful Experiment.

Anita Rhodes:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Reforming Welfare by
Rewarding Work: One State's Successful Experiment, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right,



you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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