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Josephine Pinckney (1895--1957) was an award-winning, best-selling author whose work critics frequently
compared to that of Jane Austen, Edith Wharton, and Isak Dinesen. Her flair for storytelling and trenchant
social commentary found expression in poetry, five novels -- Three O'Clock Dinner was the most successful
-- stories, essays, and reviews. Pinckney belonged to a distinguished South Carolina family and often used
Charleston as her setting, writing in the tradition of Ellen Glasgow by blending social realism with irony,
tragedy, and humor in chronicling the foibles of the South's declining upper class. Barbara L. Bellows has
produced the first biography of this very private woman and emotionally complex writer, whose life story is
also the history of a place and time -- Charleston in the first half of the twentieth century.

In A Talent for Living, Pinckney's life unfolds like a novel as she struggles to escape aristocratic codes and
the ensnaring bonds of southern ladyhood and to embrace modern freedoms. In 1920, with DuBose Heyward
and Hervey Allen, she founded the Poetry Society of South Carolina, which helped spark the southern
literary renaissance. Her home became a center of intellectual activity with visitors such as the poet Amy
Lowell, the charismatic presidential candidate Wendell Willkie, and the founding editor of theSaturday
Review of Literature Henry Seidel Canby. Sophisticated and cosmopolitan, she absorbed popular
contemporary influences, particularly that of Freudian psychology, even as she retained an almost Gothic
imagination shaped in her youth by the haunting, tragic beauty of the Low Country and its mystical Gullah
culture.

A skilled stylist, Pinckney excelled in creating memorable characters, but she never scripted an individual as
engaging or intriguing as herself. Bellows offers a fascinating, exhaustively researched portrait of this
onetime cultural icon and her well-concealed personal life.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Kiser:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this A Talent for Living: Josephine Pinckney and the Charleston Literary Tradition (Southern Literary
Studies).

Lois Bottoms:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Talent for Living: Josephine Pinckney and the
Charleston Literary Tradition (Southern Literary Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Brenda Villa:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book A Talent for Living: Josephine Pinckney and the Charleston Literary Tradition (Southern
Literary Studies). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Barry Altman:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book A Talent for Living: Josephine
Pinckney and the Charleston Literary Tradition (Southern Literary Studies) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the guide A
Talent for Living: Josephine Pinckney and the Charleston Literary Tradition (Southern Literary Studies) can
to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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