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In Trading Places, Madeleine Dobie explores the place of the colonial world in the culture of the French
Enlightenment. She shows that until a turning point in the late 1760s questions of colonization and slavery
occupied a very marginal position in literature, philosophy, and material and visual culture. In an exploration
of the causes and modalities of this silence, Dobie traces the displacement of colonial questions onto two
more familiarand less ethically challengingaspects of Enlightenment thought: exoticization of the Orient and
fascination with indigenous Amerindian cultures. Expanding the critical analysis of the cultural imprint of
colonization to encompass commodities as well as texts, Dobie considers how tropical raw materials were
integrated into French material culture. In an original exploration of the textile and furniture industries Dobie
considers consumer goods both as sites of representation and as vestiges of the labor of the enslaved.
Turning to the closing decades of the eighteenth century, Dobie considers how silence evolved into
discourse. She argues that sustained examination of the colonial order was made possible by the rise of
economic liberalism, which attacked the prevailing mercantilist doctrine and formulated new perspectives on
agriculture, labor (including slavery), commerce, and global markets. Questioning recent accounts of late
Enlightenment anticolonialism, she shows that late eighteenth-century French philosophers opposed slavery
while advocating the expansion of a liberalized colonial order. Innovative and interdisciplinary, Trading
Places combines literary and historical analysis with new research into political economy and material
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

The reserve with title Trading Places: Colonization and Slavery in Eighteenth-Century French Culture
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

David Patton:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Trading Places: Colonization and
Slavery in Eighteenth-Century French Culture can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Denise Niemi:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Trading Places: Colonization and Slavery in Eighteenth-
Century French Culture or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Trading Places: Colonization and Slavery in Eighteenth-Century
French Culture to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Hattie Robb:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book
Trading Places: Colonization and Slavery in Eighteenth-Century French Culture. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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