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‘The best short introduction to medieval sexuality that I have read: a remarkable book.’ -Vern Bullough,
Reviews in History

'Undergraduate and graduate students will find in Karras’ book an extremely helpful guide to what can be a
confusing and perplexing body of scholarship. Even established scholars are likely to find it enlightening as
well as enjoyable.' - James Brundage, Journal of Ecclesiastical History

‘An impressively synthetic and highly readable survey of current scholarship on medieval sexuality that will
be of considerable use in undergraduate and postgraduate teaching.’ - Emma Campbell, Signs

Sexuality in medieval Europe has become a vital scholarly field that is now recognized as central to the study
of the Middle Ages. Using a wide collection of evidence from the late Antique period up until the fifteenth
century, this new edition of the standard overview on the topic demonstrates that medieval culture developed
sexual identities that were quite different from the identities we think of today, yet that were still in some
ways ancestral to our own.

Challenging the way the Middle Ages have been treated in general histories of sexuality, Ruth Mazo Karras
shows how views at the time were conflicted and complicated; there was no single medieval attitude towards
sexuality any more than there is one modern attitude. The well-known lusty priest and the ‘repressed’
penitent have their roles to play, but set here in a wider context these figures take on fascinating new
dimensions. Focusing on acceptable marital sexual activity as well as what was seen as transgressive, the
chapters cover such topics as chastity, the role of the church, and non-reproductive activity.

Combining an overview of research on the topic with original interpretations, now updated with the latest
scholarship and additional material from medieval Christian Europe, Jewish medieval culture and the Islamic
world, Sexuality in Medieval Europe is essential reading for all those who study medieval history and
culture, or who have an interest in the way sexuality and sexual identity have been viewed in the past.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others.

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing
Unto Others will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Gary McIntosh:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others.

Eddie Grabowski:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Sexuality in Medieval Europe: Doing Unto Others can be your answer since it can be read by
anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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