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"Who in the world would think that Calamity Jane would get to be such a famous person?" one of the
pallbearers at her funeral asked an interviewer many years later. It seemed like a reasonable question. Who
else has accomplished so little by conventional standards and yet achieved such enduring fame?

But conventional standards do not apply. Calamity was poor, uneducated, and an alcoholic. For decades, she
wandered through the small towns and empty spaces of the Dakotas, Wyoming, and Montana. But she also
had a natural talent for self-invention. She created a story about herself and promoted it tirelessly for much of
her life. The story emphasized her love of adventure and the heroic role she played in key events in the early
history of the American west. She became that story to people around the country who read about her. And
she became that story to herself. The details about her exploits were rarely accurate, but a larger truth lay
beneath them. In an era when there were few options for women, Calamity had the audacity to be herself.
She lived as she pleased, which is to say that she allowed herself the same freedoms her male contemporaries
assumed as their birthright. She spoke her mind. She flouted the rules. She dressed as a man when it was
illegal for women to wear pants; hung out in saloons although that was unheard of for any woman who was
not a prostitute; did men's work; cursed, hollered, and smoked cigars.

Although Calamity's name is imprinted in history, most people know little about her. This highly readable
biography brings Calamity to life against the backdrop of the American west and of women's determination
to break free from their historical constraints.

17 photographs
6 maps, including 5 maps of Calamity's travels through the west
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Searching for
Calamity: The Life and Times of Calamity Jane. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Todd Quesinberry:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Searching for
Calamity: The Life and Times of Calamity Jane will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Cheryl Saldana:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is Searching for Calamity: The Life and Times of Calamity
Jane. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Mary Linkous:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Searching for Calamity: The Life and Times of
Calamity Jane to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Searching for Calamity: The Life and Times of Calamity
Jane can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
this time.
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