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Lafayette: Prisoner of State is the first book-length study of the five-year captivity of Marie-Joseph Paul
Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette, by a coalition of Austrian and Prussian forces during
the French Revolution, including international efforts to win his release. Paul S. Spalding constructs this
original history of Lafayette's imprisonment by drawing in part on extensive manuscript collections in
America and Europe, some of which have only recently been made available to researchers.

The "hero of two worlds," Lafayette is widely known as the French marquis who fought alongside the
colonials in the American Revolution and then played a leading role in the early stages of the French
Revolution. He is much less remembered for having spent five years as a political prisoner, but his
incarceration was a matter of great notoriety at the time. In August 1792 radical Jacobins overturned the
young French constitution and began massacring opponents. While fleeing for his life, Lafayette fell into the
hands of Austrian and Prussian troops intent on invading France and restoring the monarchy. A special
tribunal decided that Lafayette was too dangerous to release and declared him a prisoner of state. Thereafter
he was moved through a series of prisons in western and central Europe from 1792 to 1797. During this time
Lafayette's supporters on both sides of the Atlantic actively campaigned for his release, eventually
championing his cause before the British Parliament, the U.S. Congress, France's Directory and Councils,
and European peace talks in northern Italy. Lafayette's imprisonment became a cause of international debate,
moving France to demand his release as a condition of European peace.

Using firsthand accounts, police and military records, and private correspondence, Spalding delineates both
public and covert efforts to gain Lafayette's release by negotiation or force, including the prominent role of
South Carolinians Thomas Pinckney, for a time the dean of America's ambassadors, and Francis Kinloch
Huger, a medical student turned secret agent. Spalding's research also provides a case study in how dedicated
men and women, most without political office, can frustrate state-sponsored efforts to suppress dissent and
dissenters.
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From reader reviews:

Gussie Steller:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this Lafayette: Prisoner of State.

Aaron Covington:

This Lafayette: Prisoner of State is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Lafayette: Prisoner of State in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Jillian Diaz:

The book untitled Lafayette: Prisoner of State contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Filiberto Dacosta:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Lafayette: Prisoner of State can make you feel more interested to read.
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