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One of the youngest recipients of a MacArthur “genius” grant, Kara Walker, an African American artist, is
best known for her iconic, often life-size, black-and-white silhouetted figures, arranged in unsettling scenes
on gallery walls. These visually arresting narratives draw viewers into a dialogue about the dynamics of race,
sexuality, and violence in both the antebellum South and contemporary culture. Walker’s work has been
featured in exhibits around the world and in American museums including the Museum of Modern Art, the
Guggenheim, and the Whitney. At the same time, her ideologically provocative images have drawn
vociferous criticism from several senior African American artists, and a number of her pieces have been
pulled from exhibits amid protests against their disturbing representations. Seeing the Unspeakable provides
a sustained consideration of the controversial art of Kara Walker.

Examining Walker’s striking silhouettes, evocative gouache drawings, and dynamic prints, Gwendolyn
DuBois Shaw analyzes the inspiration for and reception of four of Walker’s pieces: The End of Uncle Tom
and the Grand Allegorical Tableau of Eva in Heaven, John Brown, A Means to an End, and Cut. She offers
an overview of Walker’s life and career, and contextualizes her art within the history of African American
visual culture and in relation to the work of contemporary artists including Faith Ringgold, Carrie Mae
Weems, and Michael Ray Charles. Shaw describes how Walker deliberately challenges viewers’ sensibilities
with radically de-sentimentalized images of slavery and racial stereotypes. This book reveals a powerful
artist who is questioning, rather than accepting, the ideas and strategies of social responsibility that her
parents’ generation fought to establish during the civil rights era. By exploiting the racist icons of the past,
Walker forces viewers to see the unspeakable aspects of America’s racist past and conflicted present.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Seeing the Unspeakable: The Art of Kara
Walker ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Seeing the Unspeakable: The Art of Kara Walker
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Seeing the
Unspeakable: The Art of Kara Walker. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Samuel Lashley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Seeing the Unspeakable: The Art of Kara Walker will give you a new experience in
studying a book.

Margaret Walker:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Seeing the Unspeakable: The Art of
Kara Walker which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Wilda Baeza:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Seeing the Unspeakable: The Art of Kara Walker. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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