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Terror, in the sense of mass, unjust arrests, characterized the USSR during the late 1930s. But, argues Robert
Thurston in this controversial book, Stalin did not intend to terrorize the country and did not need to rule by
fear. Memoirs and interviews with Soviet people indicate that many more believed in Stalin's quest to
eliminate internal enemies than were frightened by it. Drawing on recently opened Soviet archives and other
sources, Thurston shows that between 1934 and 1936 police and court practice relaxed significantly. Then a
series of events, together with the tense international situation and memories of real enemy activity during
the savage Russian Civil War, combined to push leaders and people into a hysterical hunt for perceived
"wreckers." After late 1938, however, the police and courts became dramatically milder. Coercion was not
the key factor keeping the regime in power. More important was voluntary support, fostered at least in the
cities by broad opportunities to criticize conditions and participate in decision making on the local level. The
German invasion of 1941 found the populace deeply divided in its judgment of Stalinism, but the country's
soldiers generally fought hard in its defense. Using German and Russian sources, the author probes Soviet
morale and performance in the early fighting. Thurston's portrait of the era sheds new light on Stalin and the
nature of his regime. It presents an unconventional and less condescending view of the Soviet people,
depicted not simply as victims but also as actors in the violence, criticisms, and local decisions of the 1930s.
Ironically, Stalinism helped prepare the way for the much more active society and for the reforms of fifty
years later.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Life and Terror in Stalin's Russia, 1934-1941.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
any book Life and Terror in Stalin's Russia, 1934-1941. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Doris Brown:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Life and Terror in
Stalin's Russia, 1934-1941 book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Gilbert Phillips:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Life and Terror in Stalin's Russia, 1934-1941 it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book provides high quality.

Amy Parr:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Life and Terror in Stalin's Russia, 1934-
1941 is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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