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Poverty is South Africa's greatest challenge. But what is "poverty"? And how can it be measured and
addressed? In South Africa, human-science knowledge about the cost of living grew out of colonialism,
industrialization, apartheid, and civil resistance campaigns, which makes this knowledge far from neutral or
apolitical. South Africans have used the Poverty Datum Line (PDL), and other poverty indicators, to petition
the state, to chip away at the pillars of white supremacy, and, more recently, to criticize the postapartheid
government's failures to deliver on its promises. Rather than advocating one particular policy solution, this
book argues that poverty knowledge - including knowledge of the tension between quantitative and
qualitative observations - teaches us about the dynamics of historical change, the power of racial thinking in
white settler societies, and the role of ordinary people in shaping state policy. Readers will gain new
perspectives on today's debates about social welfare, redistribution, and human rights and will ultimately find
reasons to rethink conventional approaches to advocacy.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Papp:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Poverty
Knowledge in South Africa: A Social History of Human Science, 1855-2005? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Alfonso Miller:

Precisely why? Because this Poverty Knowledge in South Africa: A Social History of Human Science, 1855-
2005 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Eileen Vaughan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Poverty Knowledge in South Africa: A
Social History of Human Science, 1855-2005, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Shawn Clay:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Poverty Knowledge in South Africa: A Social History of Human Science, 1855-2005 offer you a new
experience in examining a book.
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