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How could the professional triumph of man-midwifery and contemporary tales of pregnant men, rabbit-
breeding mothers, and meddling midwives in eighteenth-century Britain help construct the emergence of
modern corporate and individual identities? By uncovering long-lost tales and artifacts about sexuality, birth,
and popular culture, Lisa Forman Cody argues that Enlightenment Britons understood themselves and their
relationship to others through their experiences and beliefs about the reproductive body. Birthing the Nation
traces two intertwined narratives that shaped eighteenth-century British life: the development of the modern
British nation, and the emergence of the male expert as the pre-eminent authority over matters of sexual
behavior, reproduction, and childbirth. By taking seriously contemporary caricatures, jokes, and rumors that
used gender, birth, and family to make claims about religious, ethnic and national identity, Cody illuminates
an entirely new view of the eighteenth-century public sphere as focused on the bodily and the bizarre.
: In a monarchy arbitrated by its official religion, regulation of reproduction and childbirth was vital to the
very stability of British political authority and the coherence of British culture, challenged as it was by
Catholicism, the French Revolution, and social change. In the late seventeenth century, the English feared
the power of female midwives to control the destiny of the royal family, yet men-midwives and male experts
had hardly proved their superiority to manage the successful birth of children. By the mid-eighteenth
century, however, male midwives became experts over the domestic world of pregnancy and childbirth,
largely replacing female midwives among the middling and elite families. Cody suggests that these new
professionals provided a new model for masculine comportment and emergent intimate relationships within
the middle-class and elite home.

Most surprisingly, Cody has discovered many interconnections between obstetrics and politics, and shows
how male experts transformed what had once been the private, feminine domain of birth and midwifery into
topics of public importance and universal interest, leading even Adam Smith and Edmund Burke to attend
lectures on obstetrical anatomy. This is the first book to place the eighteenth-century shift from female
midwives to male midwives as the dominant experts over childbirth in a larger cultural and political context.
Cody illuminates how eighteenth-century Britons understood and symbolized political, national, and
religious affiliation through the experiences of the body, sex, and birth. In turn, she takes seriously how the
political arguments and rhetoric of the age were not always made on disembodied, rational terms, but instead
referenced deep cultural beliefs about gender, reproduction, and the family.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of
Eighteenth-Century Britons.

Terry Smith:

The book Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons to
get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide Birthing the Nation:
Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Steven Hackett:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons.

Etsuko Siler:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the
Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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