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In 2003, Lebanese writer Rashid al-Daif spent several weeks in Germany as part of the "West-East Divan"
program, a cultural exchange effort meant to improve mutual awareness of German and Middle Eastern
cultures. He was paired with German author Joachim Helfer, who then returned the visit to al-Daif in
Lebanon. Following their time together, al-Daif published in Arabic a literary reportage of his encounter with
Helfer in which he focuses on the German writer's homosexuality. His frank observations have been
variously read as trenchant, naïve, or offensive. In response, Helfer provided an equally frank point-by-point
riposte to al-Daif's text. Together these writers offer a rare exploration of attitudes toward sex, love, and
gender across cultural lines. By stretching the limits of both fiction and essay, they highlight the importance
of literary sensitivity in understanding the Other.

Rashid al-Daif's "novelized biography" and Joachim Helfer's commentary appear for the first time in English
translation in What Makes a Man? Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin. Also included in this volume are essays by
specialists in Arabic and German literature that shed light on the discourse around sex between these two
authors from different cultural contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

This What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) is
great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word
or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle
East Literature in Translation) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Bobbi Gonzales:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk
in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) is simple to develop you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Leggett:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern
Middle East Literature in Translation) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should
have What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation).

George Jamison:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation)
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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