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"The history of the Cold War has been the history of the world since 1954." So begins this wide-ranging
narrative by award-winning political commentator Martin Walker, which is the first major study of the Cold
War. Now that it is over, it is crucial to our future to understand how the Cold War has shaped us and,
especially, to recognize it as the economic and political dynamic that determined the structure of today's
global economy.

From the origins of the Marshall Plan, which revived Europe after World War II, and the strategic decision
to rebuild a defeated Japan into a bulwark against China to the collapse of the Berlin Wall, this authoritative
work reveals how the West was built into an economic alliance that overpowered the Soviet economy while
also unleashing global economic forces that today challenge the traditional nation-state.

The Cold War was more of a global conflict than was either of this century's two major wars; far more than a
confrontation between states or even empires, it was, as Martin Walker puts it, "a total war between
economic and social systems, an industrial test to destruction."

Walker reminds us how easy it is to forget that there were many occasions for the late 1940s on when victory
seemed far from assured, and that lent a particular urgency to the efforts of postwar Western leaders. The
West continued to be alarmed by the prospect of defeat right up to the Soviet empire's last breath. At the end
of the 1940s the fear was generated by communist expansion into Eastern Europe and China; in the 1960s by
the prospect of defeat in Vietnam. In the 1970s the failure of détente and the West's economic crisis brought
a new generation of dedicated anti-Communists to prominence. For more than forty years, as this detailed
analysis makes clear, the outcome of the Cold War was in doubt.

We also come to understand how the arms race caused new alignments and shifts in domestic power. As the
United States became the national security state, California, which had a population of five million at the
start of the Cold War, grew to thirty million and, by the 1980s provided one in every ten members of
Congress and two presidents.

Using newly opened Kremlin archives and his own experiences in the field, Martin Walker has written a
brilliant analysis of the conflict that has shaped the contemporary world.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Marks:

The book The Cold War: A History can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Cold War: A History? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Cold War: A History has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Randolph:

This The Cold War: A History book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Cold War: A
History without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Cold War: A History can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
The Cold War: A History having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Barry Trusty:

Here thing why this The Cold War: A History are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The
Cold War: A History giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Cold War: A History. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It
is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Cold War: A History in e-book can
be your substitute.

Gregory Kile:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Cold
War: A History which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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