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What visitor to Mexico City, unaware of its pre-Hispanic history, could imagine that right under a Christian
Church may still lie the remains of the sinister tzompantli, the Aztecs' altar of skulls? Professor Jorge Hardoy
poses this question and many more in his comprehensive summary of the ancient cities where Latin
America's peoples lived before the Spaniards arrived in the sixteenth century.

Because Aztec Tenochtitlan, today Mexico City, and Inca Cuzco represent the culmination of the two most
advanced civilizations encountered by the Spainsh conquistadors, the author explores these cities end-to-end.
He also studies such older civic memorial centers as Teotichuacan, Tula, Monte Alban, Uxmal, Chichen Itza,
Tikal, Palenque, Tiahuanaco, Chan Chan, Pachacamac, Machu Picchu, and lesser know sites, most virtually,
if not totally, abandoned centuries before the Conquest. Such inclusive coverage makes for a lively
discussion of some fifteen hundred years of urban life as immortalized in the architecture, art, and crafts of
long vanished civilizations. There is an extensive bibliography, many photographs, maps, charts and city
plans showing urban layouts of temples, which tell much about the life of the inhabitants.

His book shows that while new findings come to light each year, so much buried history lies waiting to be
found that archaology will always be an ever unfolding drama.

This book was first published in 1973.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

This Pre-Colombian Cities are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Pre-Colombian Cities can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Pre-Colombian Cities giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lucinda Brown:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the guide untitled Pre-Colombian Cities can be excellent book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Eugene Hughes:

The book Pre-Colombian Cities has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Mary Stone:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely Pre-Colombian Cities.
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