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In the opening pages of Jamie Ford’s stunning debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, Henry
Lee comes upon a crowd gathered outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to Seattle’s Japantown. It has
been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has made an incredible discovery: the belongings of
Japanese families, left when they were rounded up and sent to internment camps during World War II. As
Henry looks on, the owner opens a Japanese parasol.

This simple act takes old Henry Lee back to the 1940s, at the height of the war, when young Henry’s world
is a jumble of confusion and excitement, and to his father, who is obsessed with the war in China and having
Henry grow up American. While “scholarshipping” at the exclusive Rainier Elementary, where the white
kids ignore him, Henry meets Keiko Okabe, a young Japanese American student. Amid the chaos of
blackouts, curfews, and FBI raids, Henry and Keiko forge a bond of friendship–and innocent love–that
transcends the long-standing prejudices of their Old World ancestors. And after Keiko and her family are
swept up in the evacuations to the internment camps, she and Henry are left only with the hope that the war
will end, and that their promise to each other will be kept.

Forty years later, Henry Lee is certain that the parasol belonged to Keiko. In the hotel’s dark dusty basement
he begins looking for signs of the Okabe family’s belongings and for a long-lost object whose value he
cannot begin to measure. Now a widower, Henry is still trying to find his voice–words that might explain the
actions of his nationalistic father; words that might bridge the gap between him and his modern, Chinese
American son; words that might help him confront the choices he made many years ago.

Set during one of the most conflicted and volatile times in American history, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet is an extraordinary story of commitment and enduring hope. In Henry and Keiko, Jamie Ford has
created an unforgettable duo whose story teaches us of the power of forgiveness and the human heart.

"Sentimental, heartfelt….the exploration of Henry’s changing relationship with his family and with Keiko
will keep most readers turning pages...A timely debut that not only reminds readers of a shameful episode in
American history, but cautions us to examine the present and take heed we don’t repeat those injustices."--
Kirkus Reviews

“A tender and satisfying novel set in a time and a place lost forever, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet
gives us a glimpse of the damage that is caused by war--not the sweeping damage of the battlefield, but the
cold, cruel damage to the hearts and humanity of individual people. Especially relevant in today's world, this
is a beautifully written book that will make you think. And, more importantly, it will make you feel."
-- Garth Stein, New York Times bestselling author of The Art of Racing in the Rain

“Jamie Ford's first novel explores the age-old conflicts between father and son, the beauty and sadness of
what happened to Japanese Americans in the Seattle area during World War II, and the depths and longing of
deep-heart love. An impressive, bitter, and sweet debut.”
-- Lisa See, bestselling author of Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Kurt Haney:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet as the daily resource information.

Sonia Cote:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work this is difficult
job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you
answer can be Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet why because the great cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Craig Palmer:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet was vibrant
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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