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Nation-states have long used representational architecture to create symbolic identities for public
consumption both at home and abroad. Government buildings, major ensembles and urban plans have a
visibility that lends them authority, while their repeated portrayals in the media cement their image as icons
of a shared national character. Existing in tandem with this official self, however, is a second, often divergent
identity, represented by the vast realm of domestic space defined largely by those who occupy it as well as
those with a vested interest in its cultural meaning. Using both historical inquiry and visual, spatial and film
analysis, this book explores the interaction of these two identities, and its effect on political control, class
status, and gender roles.

Conflicted Identities examines the politicization of both public and domestic space, especially in societies
undergoing rapid cultural transformation through political, social or economic expansion or restructuring,
when cultural identity is being rapidly "modernized", shifted, or realigned to conform to new demands.
Using specific examples from a variety of national contexts, the book examines how vernacular housing,
legislation, marketing, and media influence a large, but often underexposed domestic culture that runs
parallel to a more publicly represented one. As a case in point, the book examines West Germany from the
end of World War II to the early 1970s to probe more deeply into the mechanisms of such cultural
dichotomy. On a national level, post-war West Germany demonstratively rejected Nazi-era values by
rebuilding cities based on interwar modernist tenets, while choosing a decidedly modern and transparent
architecture for high-visibility national projects. In the domestic realm, government, media and everyday
citizens countered this turn to state-sponsored modernism by embracing traditional architectural aesthetics
and housing that encouraged patriarchal family structures.

Written for readers interested in cultural theory, history, and the politics of space as well as those engaged
with architecture and the built environment, Conflicted Identities provides an engaging new perspective on
power and identity as they relate to architectural settings.
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From reader reviews:

Melba More:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Conflicted Identities: Housing and the Politics of Cultural
Representation (Routledge Research in Architecture) was making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve
Conflicted Identities: Housing and the Politics of Cultural Representation (Routledge Research in
Architecture) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using
book Conflicted Identities: Housing and the Politics of Cultural Representation (Routledge Research in
Architecture). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ray Nicolas:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Conflicted Identities: Housing and the
Politics of Cultural Representation (Routledge Research in Architecture) as the daily resource information.

Paul Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Conflicted Identities: Housing and the
Politics of Cultural Representation (Routledge Research in Architecture) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Conflicted Identities: Housing and the Politics of Cultural Representation (Routledge Research in
Architecture) become your current starter.

Timothy Montgomery:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Conflicted Identities: Housing and the Politics of Cultural Representation
(Routledge Research in Architecture) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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