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From the time of Hippocrates to that of Louis Pasteur, the medical profession relied on plausible but almost
wholly mistaken ideas about the causes of and best treatments for infectious illness. Bleeding, purging, and
mysterious nostrums remained staple remedies, and surgeons, often wearing filthy butcher's aprons, blithely
spread infection from patient to patient. Then between 1879 and 1900 came the germ revolution. After two
decades of scientific virtuosity, outstanding feats of intellectual courage, bitter personal rivalries, and a large
dose of good fortune, doctors came to realize infectious diseases are caused by microscopic organisms. The
discovery of the germ led to safe surgery, large-scale vaccination programs, dramatic improvements in
hygiene and sanitation, and the pasteurization of dairy products. Above all, it set the stage for the emergence
of antibiotic medicine.

John Waller provides insight into twenty years in the history of medicine that profoundly changed the way
we view disease. He shows how the germ revolution was made possible not only by the risk taking and raw
ambition of several brilliant late-century pioneers, but also by the groundwork?including mistakes and near
misses?of earlier generations of scientists. Rich in human drama, The Discovery of the Germ charts how,
why, and by whom germ theory was transformed from a hotly disputed speculation to a central tenet of
modern medicine. It examines the ideas and experiments of the giants of microbiology, Louis Pasteur and
Robert Koch, as well as less well known figures such as Casimir-Joseph Davaine, Waldemar Haffkine, and
Almroth Wright.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

The knowledge that you get from The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We
Think About Disease (Revolutions in Science) could be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About
Disease (Revolutions in Science) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About
Disease (Revolutions in Science) instantly.

Larry Chaffin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About Disease
(Revolutions in Science) will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Scott Fisher:

Beside this specific The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About
Disease (Revolutions in Science) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think About Disease (Revolutions in
Science) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Shirley Eagle:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there



but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Discovery of the Germ: Twenty Years That Transformed the Way We Think
About Disease (Revolutions in Science) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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