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In the 1930s, swing music reigned, and the Jimmie Lunceford Orchestra was the hottest and hippest
attraction on the black dance circuits. Known for its impeccable appearance and infectious rhythms,
Lunceford's group was able to out-swing and outdraw any band. For ten consecutive years, they were the
best-loved attraction at Harlem's famed Apollo Theater. The group's hit recordings sold in the hundreds of
thousands, and Jimmie Lunceford's band rivaled Ellington's for popularity in the African American
community.

Jimmie Lunceford was also an innovator, elevating big-band showmanship to an art and introducing such
novel instruments as the electric guitar and bass. The band's arrangements, written by Sy Oliver, Edwin
Wilcox, Gerald Wilson, Billy Moore, Jr., and Tadd Dameron, were daring and forward looking, influencing
generations of big-band writers.

Rhythm Is Our Business traces the development of the Jimmie Lunceford Orchestra from its infant days as a
high school band in Memphis to its record-breaking tours across the United States, Canada, and Europe. The
book also unveils Lunceford's romantic yet ill-fated involvement with Yolande Du Bois, daughter of famous
writer and opinion leader W.E.B. Du Bois. And by reconstructing Lunceford's last day, the book offers a
glimpse into the mysteries surrounding the leader's untimely death. This is essential reading for anyone
interested in the history and legacy of swing.

Eddy Determeyer has been a freelance music journalist for more than three decades. In 1984 Determeyer
wrote a seven-part series on Jimmie Lunceford for the Dutch magazine Jazz Nu. Determeyer has written
thousands of articles on music for a variety of Dutch publications and is the author of several books. He
currently produces the Holiday for Hipsters radio show for Dutch station Concertzender.

Cover image: Lunceford brass section, ca. late 1936. Left to right: Paul Webster, Eddie Durham, Sy Oliver,
Elmer Crumbley, Eddie Tompkins, Russell Bowles. (Bertil Lyttkens Collection)
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From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

The reason why? Because this Rhythm Is Our Business: Jimmie Lunceford and the Harlem Express (Jazz
Perspectives) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Gerald Chisholm:

You can obtain this Rhythm Is Our Business: Jimmie Lunceford and the Harlem Express (Jazz Perspectives)
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Robert Burmeister:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Rhythm Is Our Business: Jimmie Lunceford and the Harlem Express (Jazz
Perspectives) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Jennifer Stephens:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book Rhythm Is Our Business: Jimmie Lunceford and the Harlem Express (Jazz
Perspectives) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person
must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be



doubt to change your life with that book Rhythm Is Our Business: Jimmie Lunceford and the Harlem
Express (Jazz Perspectives). You can more appealing than now.
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