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Candide is a French satire first published in 1759 by Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of Enlightenment.
The novella has been widely translated, with English versions titled Candide: or, All for the Best (1759);
Candide: or, The Optimist (1762); and Candide: or, Optimism (1947). It begins with a young man, Candide,
who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian optimism (or
simply "optimism") by his mentor, Professor Pangloss. The work describes the abrupt cessation of this
lifestyle, followed by Candide's slow, painful disillusionment as he witnesses and experiences great
hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide, if not rejecting optimism outright, advocating a
deeply practical precept, "we must cultivate our garden", in lieu of the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, "all is
for the best" in the "best of all possible worlds". Candide is characterised by its sarcastic tone as well as by
its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A picaresque novel with a story similar to that of a more serious
bildungsroman, it parodies many adventure and romance clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a
tone that is mordantly matter-of-fact. Still, the events discussed are often based on historical happenings,
such as the Seven Years' War and the 1755 Lisbon earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended
with the problem of evil, so too does Candide in this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously.
Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians, governments, armies, philosophies, and philosophers through
allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults Leibniz and his optimism. As expected by Voltaire, Candide has
enjoyed both great success and great scandal. Immediately after its secretive publication, the book was
widely banned because it contained religious blasphemy, political sedition and intellectual hostility hidden
under a thin veil of naïveté. However, with its sharp wit and insightful portrayal of the human condition, the
novel has since inspired many later authors and artists to mimic and adapt it. Today, Candide is recognized
as Voltaire's magnum opus and is often listed as part of the Western canon; it is arguably taught more than
any other work of French literature. Martin Seymour-Smith has listed Candide as one of The 100 Most
Influential Books Ever Written.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Grantham:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Candide book as beginner and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rene King:

The e-book with title Candide includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Gretchen Meehan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Candide can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Arthur Freeman:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Candide can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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