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Why did the United States develop political parties? How and why do party alignments change? Are the
party-centered elections of the past better for democratic politics than the candidate-centered elections of the
present? In this landmark book, John Aldrich goes beyond the clamor of arguments over whether American
political parties are in resurgence or decline and undertakes a wholesale reexamination of the foundations of
the American party system.

Surveying three critical episodes in the development of American political parties--from their formation in
the 1790s to the Civil War--Aldrich shows how parties serve to combat three fundamental problems of
democracy: how to regulate the number of people seeking public office; how to mobilize voters; and how to
achieve and maintain the majorities needed to accomplish goals once in office. Overcoming these obstacles,
argues Aldrich, is possible only with political parties.

Aldrich brings this innovative account up to date by looking at the profound changes in the character of
political parties since World War II. In the 1960s, he shows, parties started to become candidate-centered
organizations that are servants to their office seekers and officeholders. Aldrich argues that this development
has revitalized parties, making them stronger, and more vital, with well-defined cleavages and highly
effective governing ability.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

The book Why Parties?: The Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America (American Politics
and Political Economy Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Why Parties?: The Origin and
Transformation of Political Parties in America (American Politics and Political Economy Series) for being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book Why Parties?: The
Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America (American Politics and Political Economy Series).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Elliott Townsend:

The book Why Parties?: The Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America (American Politics
and Political Economy Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the best thing like a book Why Parties?: The Origin and Transformation of Political
Parties in America (American Politics and Political Economy Series)? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Why Parties?: The Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America
(American Politics and Political Economy Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Arnold Allison:

The reason? Because this Why Parties?: The Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America
(American Politics and Political Economy Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Holly Sheehan:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the



best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Why Parties?: The Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America (American Politics and
Political Economy Series). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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