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In her latest book, Ross Shepard Kraemer shows how her mind has changed or remained the same since the
publication of her ground-breaking study, Her Share of the Blessings: Women's Religions Among Pagans,
Jews and Christians in the Greco-Roman World (OUP 1992). Unreliable Witnesses scrutinizes more closely
how ancient constructions of gender undergird accounts of women's religious practices in the Greco-Roman
Mediterranean.

Kraemer analyzes how gender provides the historically obfuscating substructure of diverse texts: Livy's
account of the origins of the Roman Bacchanalia; Philo of Alexandria's envisioning of idealized,
masculinized women philosophers; rabbinic debates about women studying Torah; Justin Martyr's depiction
of an elite Roman matron who adopts chaste Christian philosophical discipline; the similar representation of
Paul's fictive disciple, Thecla, in the anonymous Acts of (Paul and) Thecla; Severus of Minorca's depiction
of Jewish women as the last hold-outs against Christian pressures to convert, and others.

While attentive to arguments that women are largely fictive proxies in elite male contestations over
masculinity, authority, and power, Kraemer retains her focus on redescribing and explaining women's
religious practices. She argues that - gender-specific or not - religious practices in the ancient Mediterranean
routinely encoded and affirmed ideas about gender. As in many cultures, women's devotion to the divine was
both acceptable and encouraged, only so long as it conformed to pervasive constructions of femininity as
passive, embodied, emotive, insufficiently controlled and subordinated to masculinity.

Extending her findings beyond the ancient Mediterranean, Kraemer proposes that, more generally, religion is
among the many human social practices that are both gendered and gendering, constructing and inscribing
gender on human beings and on human actions and ideas. Her study thus poses significant questions about
the relationships between religions and gender in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Unreliable Witnesses: Religion, Gender,
and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Margaret Boyer:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this Unreliable Witnesses: Religion, Gender, and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean.

Malcolm Moser:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Unreliable Witnesses: Religion, Gender, and History in the
Greco-Roman Mediterranean why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jonathan Bean:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Unreliable Witnesses: Religion, Gender, and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean
provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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