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Film music is as old as cinema itself. Years before synchronized sound became the norm, projected moving
images were shown to musical accompaniment, whether performed by a lone piano player or a hundred-
piece orchestra. Today film music has become its own industry, indispensable to the marketability of movies
around the world.

Film Music: A Very Short Introduction is a compact, lucid, and thoroughly engaging overview written by
one of the leading authorities on the subject. After opening with a fascinating analysis of the music from a
key sequence in Quentin Tarantino's Reservoir Dogs, Kathryn Kalinak introduces readers not only to
important composers and musical styles but also to modern theoretical concepts about how and why film
music works. Throughout the book she embraces a global perspective, examining film music in Asia and the
Middle East as well as in Europe and the United States. Key collaborations between directors and
composers--Alfred Hitchcock and Bernard Herrmann, Akira Kurosawa and Fumio Hayasaka, Federico
Fellini and Nino Rota, to name only a few--come under scrutiny, as do the oft-neglected practices of the
silent film era. She also explores differences between original film scores and compilation soundtracks that
cull music from pre-existing sources.

As Kalinak points out, film music can do many things, from establishing mood and setting to clarifying plot
points and creating emotions that are only dimly realized in the images. This book illuminates the many
ways it accomplishes those tasks and will have its readers thinking a bit more deeply and critically the next
time they sit in a darkened movie theater and music suddenly swells as the action unfolds onscreen.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Lindsey:

With other case, little folks like to read book Film Music: A Very Short Introduction. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Film
Music: A Very Short Introduction. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Harriette Corwin:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Film Music: A Very Short Introduction
book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Freddie Straughter:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Film Music: A Very Short
Introduction which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Lisa Robinson:

You can obtain this Film Music: A Very Short Introduction by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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