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The remarkable true story of John Manjiro, the 14-year-old boy who was shipwrecked off Japan’s coast in
1841, rescued American whalers, and brought aboard the ship John Howland to Massachusetts to be raised
as a Westerner by Captain William Whitfield. Manjiro’s continuing adventures eventually brought him to the
California Gold Rush, around the globe, and back to Japan—making him the first known person to leave his
isolationist country and later return without harsh punishment. His riveting story caught the imagination of
common people, who were eager to know about the outside world, and shaped their perceptions of America.
It also influenced the pioneers of modernization in Japan such as Sakamoto Ryoma, Katsu Kaishu, and
Fukuzawa Yukichi, and became treasured reading by many daimyos and samurai leaders. It is still a favorite
among Japanese-Americans and gaining notoriety everywhere.

Drifting Toward the Southeast is actually the first complete English language edition of Hyoson
Kiryaku—the autobiographical account of John Manjiro’s historic voyage as told to Shogunate officials in
1852. It was originally hand-recorded in four brush-written volumes by samurai artist and scholar Kawada
Shoryo following Manjiro’s nine-month interrogation by Tokugawa officials.

This book showcases high-quality color reproductions of Shoryo’s masterful watercolor paintings, the
delicate illustrations by Manjiro himself, and the detailed maps that complete the original document. It is a
unique and valuable source for study of Isolationist Japan and the history of United States-Japanese
relations—and an absolutely essential component to any Asian Studies curriculum in America.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Adams:

The reason? Because this Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story of Five Japanese Castaways is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Fannie Garcia:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story of Five Japanese
Castaways why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Laura Grier:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story
of Five Japanese Castaways can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Kristi Jones:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story of
Five Japanese Castaways as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Drifting Toward the Southeast: The Story of Five Japanese Castaways to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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