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The essays in this Handbook, written by leading scholars working in the rapidly developing field of
witchcraft studies, explore the historical literature regarding witch beliefs and witch trials in Europe and
colonial America between the early fifteenth and early eighteenth centuries. During these years witches were
thought to be evil people who used magical power to inflict physical harm or misfortune on their neighbours.
Witches were also believed to have made pacts with the devil and sometimes to have worshipped him at
nocturnal assemblies known as sabbaths. These beliefs provided the basis for defining witchcraft as a secular
and ecclesiastical crime and prosecuting tens of thousands of women and men for this offence. The trials
resulted in as many as fifty thousand executions.

These essays study the rise and fall of witchcraft prosecutions in the various kingdoms and territories of
Europe and in English, Spanish, and Portuguese colonies in the Americas. They also relate these
prosecutions to the Catholic and Protestant reformations, the introduction of new forms of criminal
procedure, medical and scientific thought, the process of state-building, profound social and economic
change, early modern patterns of gender relations, and the wave of demonic possessions that occurred in
Europe at the same time. The essays survey the current state of knowledge in the field, explore the academic
controversies that have arisen regarding witch beliefs and witch trials, propose new ways of studying the
subject, and identify areas for future research.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

This book untitled The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America
(Oxford Handbooks) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account
to past this reserve from your list.

John Bullard:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe
and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Gary Johnson:

Beside this specific The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America
(Oxford Handbooks) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Oxford
Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!

Mario Davis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early
Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) or even others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Oxford Handbook of



Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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