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The question of whether Islam is compatible with democracy may best be answered not from the classical
sources or even from the cauldron of Middle East politics but from the lived experiences of Muslim
communities around the world. In large and diverse countries, the varied political values of different cultures
can make or break the democratic experiment. Regardless of their cultural context, transitions from military
to civilian rule require attention to the grassroots civic cultures that form the foundations of democratic
federalism. John Paden, a noted expert on West African and Islamic societies, uses Nigeria as a critical case
study of how a diverse country with a significant Muslim population is working to make the transition to a
democratic society. Although little-studied, the non-Arab Muslim communities of West Africa are an
important indicator as to whether Islamic democracy in a diverse nation is possible. Nigeria's success is vital
to regional and global stability. As the largest country in Africa, with a population that is about half Muslim
and half Christian or traditional animist, Nigeria is also the seventh largest producer of oil in the world and
has gone through a series of political traumas ranging from civil war to military rule. The current democratic
government is trying to balance rule-of-law concerns at a time when many communal tensions are coming to
the surface. Muslim Civic Cultures and Conflict Resolution in Nigeria takes us inside the complex world of
Nigerian politics, with a focus on the ways Muslim civic cultures deal with matters of leadership and conflict
resolution. The book provides an essential context to the current international concern with issues ranging
from Shari'a law and communal violence, to the broader war on terrorism. It argues that the requirement for
regional political cooperation serves as a counterbalance to more extreme forms of political expression.
Paden shows that if the Nigerian political model of democratic federalism works, then there is a real world,
peaceful alternative to the "clash of civilizations" predicted by the intellectual world and threatened by al
Qaeda.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Walsh:

The book Muslim Civic Cultures and Conflict Resolution: The Challenge of Democratic Federalism in
Nigeria (Brookings Series on U.S. Policy Toward the Islamic World) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Muslim Civic Cultures and Conflict Resolution: The Challenge of Democratic Federalism in Nigeria
(Brookings Series on U.S. Policy Toward the Islamic World)? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Muslim Civic Cultures and Conflict Resolution: The Challenge of Democratic
Federalism in Nigeria (Brookings Series on U.S. Policy Toward the Islamic World) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kenneth Salinas:

The particular book Muslim Civic Cultures and Conflict Resolution: The Challenge of Democratic
Federalism in Nigeria (Brookings Series on U.S. Policy Toward the Islamic World) has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Christopher Rangel:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Muslim Civic Cultures and Conflict
Resolution: The Challenge of Democratic Federalism in Nigeria (Brookings Series on U.S. Policy Toward
the Islamic World), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Marilyn Fox:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of
book Muslim Civic Cultures and Conflict Resolution: The Challenge of Democratic Federalism in Nigeria
(Brookings Series on U.S. Policy Toward the Islamic World). You can add your knowledge by it. Without



causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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