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A towering figure on the American cultural landscape, H.L. Mencken stands out as one of our most
influential stylists and fearless iconoclasts--the twentieth century's greatest newspaper journalist, a famous
wit, and a constant figure of controversy.
Marion Elizabeth Rodgers has written the definitive biography of Mencken, the most illuminating book ever
published about this giant of American letters. Rodgers captures both the public and the private man,
covering the many love affairs that made him known as "The German Valentino" and his happy marriage at
the age of 50 to Sara Haardt, who, despite a fatal illness, refused to become a victim and earned his deepest
love. The book discusses his friendships, especially his complicated but stimulating partnership with the
famed theater critic George Jean Nathan. Rodgers vividly recreates Mencken's era: the glittering tapestry of
turn-of-the-century America, the roaring twenties, depressed thirties, and the home front during World War
II. But the heart of the book is Mencken. When few dared to shatter complacencies, Mencken fought for civil
liberties and free speech. We see the prominent role he played in the Scopes Monkey Trial, his long crusade
against Prohibition, his fierce battles against press censorship, and his constant exposure of pious frauds and
empty uplift. The champion of our tongue in The American Language, Mencken also played a pivotal role in
defining the shape of American letters through The Smart Set and The American Mercury, magazines that
introduced such writers as James Joyce, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Langston Hughes. The paradoxes of
Mencken's life are explored, as new gaps are filled regarding his notorious views of minorities and his
conflict, as a German American, during two world wars. And throughout, Rodgers captures the irrepressible
spirit and irreverent wit for which Mencken was famed.
Drawing on research in more than sixty archives including private collections in the United States and in
Germany, previously unseen, on exclusive interviews with Mencken's friends, and on his love letters and FBI
files, here is the full portrait of one of America's most colorful and influential men.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually Mencken: The American Iconoclast.

Lamont Williams:

Mencken: The American Iconoclast can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Mencken: The American Iconoclast yet
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Ramon Hudson:

Beside this Mencken: The American Iconoclast in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven
so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have Mencken: The American Iconoclast because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Mary Cruz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Mencken: The American
Iconoclast.
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