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Love and Marriage in Early African America brings together a remarkable range of folk sayings, rhymes,
songs, poems, letters, lectures, sermons, short stories, memoirs, and autobiographies. Spanning over 100
years, from the slave era to the New Negro Movement, this extraordinary collection contradicts or nuances
established notions that slavery fractured families, devalued sexual morality, distorted gender roles, and set
in motion forces that now produce dismal and dangerous domestic situations. A culmination of twenty years
of diligent research by noted scholar Frances Smith Foster, this anthology features selections on love and
courtship, marriage, marriage rituals, and family. A compelling introduction places the primary texts in their
social and literary context. A bibliography offers suggestions for further reading.

This volume includes materials by well known writers such as Frances E. W. Harper, Charles Chesnutt, and
Alice Dunbar Nelson, but the majority of works are previously unknown or difficult-to-access materials.
Many provide startling contrasts to representations in canonical literature. For example, “Patrick Brown’s
First Love” is a radical alternative to Frederick Douglass’s “The Heroic Slave,” and Thomas Detter’s “The
Octoroon” replaces the traditionally tragic mulatto trope with a female protagonist who shocks and awes.
Love and Marriage in Early African America also changes our ideas about the relationship between religion
and politics in early African America by featuring texts from the Afro-Protestant press; that is, the publishing
organizations, writers, and reading groups under the direct auspices of, or publicly associated with, Afro-
Protestant churches.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Richardson:

Exactly why? Because this Love and Marriage in Early African America (Northeastern Library of Black
Literature) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Betty McClanahan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Love and Marriage in Early
African America (Northeastern Library of Black Literature) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Love and Marriage in Early
African America (Northeastern Library of Black Literature) become your current starter.

Ryan Parker:

This Love and Marriage in Early African America (Northeastern Library of Black Literature) is fresh way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this Love and Marriage in Early African America (Northeastern Library of Black
Literature) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life along with knowledge.

Regina Hash:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book



Love and Marriage in Early African America (Northeastern Library of Black Literature) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Love and
Marriage in Early African America (Northeastern Library of Black Literature). You can more desirable than
now.
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